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The Town and Country Planning Act 

NOTICE OF DECISION

West Oxfordshire District Council, as Local Planning Authority, hereby refuses the application, 
as outlined below.

Proposed: Outline planning permission for the development of up to 134 dwellings 
(Use Class C3) including means of access into the site (not internal roads) 
and associated highway works, with all other matters (relating to 
appearance, landscaping, scale and layout) reserved (amended description) 
(amended plans)

At: Land South Of Burford Road Minster Lovell Oxfordshire

For: Catesby Strategic Land Limited



REFUSAL REASONS:

 1 The proposal does not respect the village character and local distinctiveness as it extends 
the existing C20 development, which further delineates the historic from the modern. 
Cumulatively, it is not limited development. It would not protect the local landscape or 
setting of Minster Lovell. It would involve the loss of an area of green space that makes 
an important contribution to the character and appearance of the area and the scheme 
causes localised landscape harm by urbanising a greenfield site. In addition, the site is 
divorced from key services and facilities on offer in Minster Lovell with future residents 
reliant on private vehicles to meet their daily needs. While the development would 
provide up to 134 dwellings to include 40% affordable homes and 5% self-build plots; 
economic benefits, a children's play area, open space/recreational route, pedestrian and 
cycle links, biodiversity net gain, and sustainability measures. The adverse impacts 
identified would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits. As such, the 
proposal is considered to be unsustainable development and is contrary to policies H2, 
OS2, OS4, T1, T3 and EH2 of the adopted West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2031, the West 
Oxfordshire Design Guide 2016, and the relevant paragraphs of the National Planning 
Policy Framework.

 2 The applicant has not entered into a legal agreement or agreements to secure the 
provision of affordable housing, self build plots, biodiversity net gain or signposting to the 
Local Wildlife Site; or contributions to education, waste, public transport, sport and 
leisure, medical facilities, Village Hall, or children's play area. The proposal conflicts with 
West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2031 Policies OS5, H3, H5, T1, T3, EH3, EH4, and EH5; 
and the relevant paragraphs of the National Planning Policy Framework.

Abby Fettes
Development Manager

Dated 21st July 2023

 
 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ THE NOTES ACCOMPANYING THIS 
NOTICE. THESE CAN BE FOUND AT www.westoxon.gov.uk/decisionnotes . If you 
require a hard copy or do not have access to the internet please contact us on 01993 861420 
and we will provide you with a paper copy.

http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/decisionnotes

