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1 Current legal definition of homelessness in England (Housing Act 1996, s.175) 

(1) A person is homeless if he has no accommodation available for his occupation, in the United Kingdom or 
elsewhere, which he— 
(a)is entitled to occupy by virtue of an interest in it or by virtue of an order of a court, 
(b)has an express or implied licence to occupy, or 
(c)occupies as a residence by virtue of any enactment or rule of law giving him the right to remain in occupation 
or restricting the right of another person to recover possession. 
(2)A person is also homeless if he has accommodation but— 
(a)he cannot secure entry to it, or 
(b)it consists of a moveable structure, vehicle or vessel designed or adapted for human habitation and there is 
no place where he is entitled or permitted both to place it and to reside in it. 
(3)A person shall not be treated as having accommodation unless it is accommodation which it would be 
reasonable for him to continue to occupy. 
2 Compiled from official statistics on temporary accommodation (as at Q2 2017) and rough sleeping (Autumn 

2016). TA figures adjusted to estimate total number of people (adults and children), rather than households. 

Figures on bed spaces in hostels obtained from Homeless Link.  Freedom of Interest request submitted to Local 

Authorities for the number of individuals provided with TA under the obligations of the Children’s Act (analysis 

by Shelter). 
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3 A poll of 2,000 UK adults commissioned by Homeless Link in December 2013, found that 32% of people have 
experienced homelessness (including sofa surfing and staying with friends) or know someone who has 
experienced homelessness. 14% had experienced it themselves, 20% knew someone else who had 
experienced it, 2% said they had both experienced it and knew others who had.” 
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4 DCLG live tables on homelessness, table 775 
5 Proportion of households that will be in temporary accommodation (TA) one year from now calculated using 
TA duration and stock data from DCLG live tables on homelessness, tables 775, 777 and 779   
6 DCLG live tables on homelessness, table 774  
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7 National Audit Office, Homelessness report, September 2017 
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